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Buddha Purnima, also known as
Buddha Jayanti, is an auspicious
day that marks the birth
anniversary of Gautam Buddha, the
founder of Buddhism. 
It is believed that this was also the
day he attained enlightenment. 
Every year the Purnima tithi in the
Hindu month of Vaisakh is
observed as Buddha Purnima.
 Buddha Purnima falls on a full
moon night, usually between April
and May

BUDDHA PURNIMA



 
As per the religious scriptures and
mythological stories, Lord Buddha was 
born as Siddhartha to King 
Shudhodhan and Queen Maya.
People believe that He was born in 
Lumbini, Nepal.
Hindus have immense faith in Lord 
Buddha and observe Buddha Purnima 
with utmost devotion. People often 
observe the day by taking part in the 
early morning prayers and yoga. 
Siddhartha became Gautam Buddha 
after attaining enlightment under the 
Bodhi tree in Bodh Gaya,Bihar.

SIGNIFICANCE



 

O N  T H E  N I G H T  O F  H I S  2 9 T H  
B I R T H D A Y ,

 S I D D H A R T H A  G I V E S  U P  H I S  L I F E  
A S  A  P R I N C E  

A N D  S E C R E T L Y  L E A V E S  T H E  C O U R T
W H I L E  E V E R Y O N E  I S  A S L E E P .

THE BIRTH OF BUDDHA

 L E G E N D  S T A T E S  T H A T  J U S T  B E F O R E  M A Y A ,
B U D D H A ' S  M O T H E R ,  G A V E  B I R T H  T O  

S I D D H A R T H A  G A U T A M A ,  S H E  H A D  A  D R E A M
T H A T  A  W H I T E  E L E P H A N T  H A D  E N T E R E D  

H E R  W O M B .
 

T H E  G R E A T  R E N U N C I A T I O N

·  



 
W H I L E  M E D I T A T I N G  U N D E R  A  B O D H I

T R E E  I N  B O D H - G A Y A ,  S O U T H  O F  G A Y A  I N
T H E  S T A T E  O F  B I H A R ,  I N D I A ,  T H E  

B O D H I S A T T V A  E X P E R I E N C E S  T H E  G R E A T  
E N L I G H T E N M E N T ,  W H I C H  R E V E A L S  T O  

H I M  T H E  W A Y  O F  S A L V A T I O N  F R O M  
S U F F E R I N G .

 

 

D H A R M A C H A K R A  P R A V A R T A N A -  B U D D H A  
F I N D S  H I S  F O R M E R  F I V E  D I S C I P L E S  I N  

B E N A R E S .  I N  H I S  F I R S T  S E R M O N  H E  
T E A C H E S  T H E M  W H A T  W I L L  B E C O M E  T H E  

G I S T  O F  B U D D H I S M .
 

·  T H E  F I R S T  S E R M O N

T H E  E N L I G H T E N M E N T



 

H A V I N G  A C H I E V E D  T H E  G O A L  O F
S P R E A D I N G  T H E  T E A C H I N G  T O  T H E

G R E A T E S T  N U M B E R  O F  P E O P L E ,
B U D D H A  D I E S  A T  T H E  A G E  O F  E I G H T Y

Y E A R S ,  A S  A  R E S U L T  O F  F O O D
P O I S O N I N G .  H E  D I E S  I N  A  F O R E S T
N E A R  K U S I N A G A R A ,  I N D I A ,  I N  T H E

C O M P A N Y  O F  H I S  F O L L O W E R S
R E C L I N I N G  O N  A  B E D  W H E R E  H E

S P E A K S  H I S  L A S T  W O R D S :  " A L L
C O M P O U N D E D  T H I N G S  A R E

E P H E M E R A L ;  W O R K  D I L I G E N T L Y  O N
Y O U R  S A L V A T I O N . "  W I T H  T H E S E

W O R D S  O N  H I S  L I P S ,  H E  P A S S E S  I N T O
T H E

S T A T E  O F  N I R V A N A .

D E A T H -

M A H A P A R I N I R V A N A





 
The Middle Way or the Middle Path
is well known in Buddhism. It is
called Madhyama pada in Sanskrit
and Majjhima pada in Pali. The
Buddha coined this word to suggest
a way of life that embodied His
teaching and emphasized the
virtues he believed would lead his
followers to Nirvana or the cessation
of being and becoming.

MIDDLE PATH





B U D D H A  T R E A T E D  W O M E N  E Q U A L L Y .
B U D D H A  B E L O N G S  T O  T H E  S A M E  D Y N A S T Y  A S  O F  L O R D  
R A M A - I K S H V A K U .
S U P P O S E D L Y ,  B U D D H A ’ S  T O O T H  I S  S T I L L  A R O U N D  T O D A Y .
I T  W A S  R E M O V E D  D U R I N G  H I S  C R E M A T I O N  C E R E M O N Y  
A N D  S M U G G L E D  I N T O  S R I  L A N K A  W H E R E  I T  I S  S T I L L  
P R E S E N T  T O D A Y .
B U D D H A ’ S  S P O T  O F  E N L I G H T E N M E N T  U N D E R N E A T H  T H E  
B O D H I  T R E E  I S  S T I L L  P R E S E R V E D  T O  T H I S  D A Y .

·  



U N L I K E  M O S T  R E L I G I O N S  O R  S P I R I T U A L  B E L I E F S ,  B U D D H A ’ S
T E A C H I N G S  W E R E  S P R E A D  B Y  N O N V I O L E N T  M E T H O D S  S U C H  A S  W O R D
O F  M O U T H  O R  C A R V I N G S  O N  P R O M I N E N T  S T O N E  B U I L D I N G S .  
B U D D H A  T A U G H T  A N D  T R A V E L E D  H I S  E N T I R E  L I F E  U N T I L  T H E  A G E  O F
8 0  W H E N  H E  P A S S E D  A W A Y .  H I S  F I N A L  R E Q U E S T  O F  H I S
F O L L O W E R S  W A S  T H I S :  “ A L L  C O M P O N E N T  T H I N G S  I N  T H E  W O R L D  A R E
C H A N G E A B L E .  T H E Y  A R E  N O T  L A S T I N G .  W O R K  H A R D  T O  G A I N  Y O U R
O W N  S A L V A T I O N . ”
T H E  T E R M  ‘ B U D D H I S M ’  W A S  C O I N E D  B Y  W E S T E R N  S C H O L A R S  I N  T H E
1 8 3 0 S .  B U D D H I S T S  D O N ’ T  A C T U A L L Y  R E F E R  T O  T H E I R  R E L I G I O N  A S
“ B U D D H I S M .

·  
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